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Writing Minilesson: Choosing Good Writing Topics

Day 1
Connect:

Teacher shares, “As I think back to our getting-to-know-you activity from this morning, I am reminded of how interesting you all are. Each of you is unique and different and you are each individuals. When I think about your writing from this morning and what you wrote about yourselves, your likes, I am reminded of our similarities and differences. Today, we are going to create a list of topics that each of us can write about. A good place to start is with our “likes.” 

(Remember the other option is to have students share their likes and from their likes create possible categories for writing topics. From those categories, show them how to create more narrow topics that matter to them. For example, from animals, they may choose “pink flamingo.” Possible categories that kids might generate include:

animals
pets

family

sports

TV/movies/games

food

friends
books

music

nature
what I like to do after school or on the weekends
my room
Teach:

Teacher asks, “What makes a good writing topic?” Teacher listens to student responses then responds with, “Well, writers write about topics that they care about and know something about. That may include things we wonder about or are curious of. But mostly, we write about things that are important or interesting to us as individuals.”

***When you are thinking of modeling topic selection with your students, please choose topics that you think MIGHT be of interest to children. You are more likely to capture their attention and affirm the importance of writing about everyday “stuff.”***

Teacher then begins to think aloud as she writes her topics (5) on the board:

“OK I am listing topics that I may want to write about. I love to bake.  I especially enjoy baking cookies, brownies, cakes, and pies.  I really am fond of baking with my mom.  I love camp.  I worked at a camp for children with chronic illnesses this summer and it truly changed my life.  I love running.  Running is a way for me to relieve stress and get good exercise.  I am running a half-marathon in November.  I really like Christmas time.  Smelling the fresh aroma of hot chocolate and cookies while decorating the Christmas tree bring me such joy.  I love my family.  We spend a lot of time going on walks and picnics at the park.  The simple things in life are what make me tick.  Wow, I have already written down 5 topics that I know about and care about:

Baking
Camp

Running

Christmas

My family
Actively Involve

Teacher asks students: “I’ll bet you all are like me and you can think of at least 5 topics, or more, that you might want to write about. Look back at your writing from this morning where you wrote down your “likes.” This may help you as it did me.” (Also, if you did the getting-to-know-you activity, you may point them to the categories you created as a class.)

BEFORE students “Have-a-go,” ask at least one child to come up and “think aloud” how he/she comes up with topic selection. Having the students see their peer demonstrate his/her thinking process is very influential.

Now students are ready to “Have-a-go” on their own…
(Remember 1st day assignment where you wrote a letter to your students introducing yourself to them by discussing your likes and you invited them to write about their likes. Then you had students share and then created categories that featured possible writing topics.)

Another wonderful idea is to mail postcards or letters or write notes each day where you write about your actions, how you look, your dislikes, etc. Each day, focus on a new category.)

This is also the “WRITING” stage of writing workshop. This part of the lesson may be longer if you include this as part of your writing workshop.
Teacher then directs students to get paper, pencils, and find a personal writing place. Students write independently while teacher confers. During conferring the teacher is looking for examples of something to share that students are doing that would benefit the other students. Teacher shares with students, “If you finish writing down your topics and you would like to write about one of your topics, please feel free to do so.”
Share- This is also the “SHARING” stage of writing workshop
Teacher brings class back together and students gather in writing circle where several students share their topics in the Author’s Chair. Children are encouraged to bring their topic lists and add to it, as they may be inspired by their classmates. Teacher praises and affirms students’ topic lists. Teacher points out what she notices about students’ lists.
Link:

Teacher shares with students: “So today we generated a list of topics that we might want to write about. WE learned that writers often write about things they care about and know about and find interesting. (Link to specific student examples.) When you all come in tomorrow, I’ll bet you will have PLENTY to write about. Be thinking about what you may want to write about, and if you feel like it, go ahead and give it a try tonight…

Each day in Writing Workshop you will be writing. Your topic list is a tool you may use to help you decide what you want to write about.”

**Teachers, you will need to decide how you wish to launch the writer’s notebook: through invitations, read aloud and storytelling, etc. The idea is for their first entry to be in their writer’s notebooks.**
Day 2 Creating an entry from Writing Topic List

Drafting an entry from ______Christmas__________ (your topic)

Connect to previous lesson

Teach: Demonstrate for students how to take the topic choice and narrow the focus to a small moment. You may wish to create a web for students and show them how you narrow your focus from a big topic to a small moment.  After I orally rehearse my web, then students will be given time to create their own webs and narrow their focus down to a small moment.









Begin writing an entry about your small moment. Think aloud as you model your small moment story.
“I enjoy everything that goes along with Christmas, although, I do have some especially fond memories of playing the Christmas pickle game with my family, particularly last year.  I think I will write about the Christmas pickle game for my small moment.”

Christmas has always been a very important holiday to my family.  It is a time when we celebrate our faith and spending quality time together.  We have special traditions that we observe every year.  One of those traditions is called the Christmas pickle game.

On Christmas morning, after the entire family has woken up, my mom has all of the children go into a bedroom while she hides the “pickle” in the Christmas tree.  The “pickle” is just an aluminum replica of a real pickle that hangs as an ornament.  After my mom hides the Christmas pickle, she then releases the herd of children to find the treasure.


Last Christmas the “pickle finding” competition was quite intense.  My brother, sister, and I were all scrambling to find the pickle as quickly as possible.  I noticed that my brother was not having any luck at the front of the tree, so I immediately headed to the back.  As soon as I laid my eyes on the pickle, my sister moved her hand in front of mine and swiped the pickle before I could even think twice.


The person that finds the pickle wins the infamous “pickle present.”  My mom always picks very unique gifts for this special occasion.  In previous years the pickle present included a marshmallow shooter, a back massager, and a light-up yo-yo.  My sister won the newest addition to our “pickle present” collection; a blue snuggie.  Snuggies are blankets with sleeves, so they are basically like a robe worn backwards.  I always made fun of Snuggies, but secretly I was jealous of my sister’s new gift.

The Christmas pickle game is a fun way for my family to bond.  I hope to continue this tradition when I start a family one day.  Traditions are significant aspects of life and they should be cherished.
Note: Make sure to explain the usage of each comma and colon used in my journal entry.  Also explain that periods and commons are placed inside quotation marks.
Actively Engage: Students will go from topic list to deciding what small moment to write about. Students will then draft an entry.

I will circulate the room while the students are writing.  I will begin to have conferences with 2 or 3 students during each writing workshop.

Share a few entries in the author chair

Link to daily writing and drafting entries…

Christmas





going to church and reading the Christmas story from the Bible.





making sugar cookies





playing the Christmas  pickle game





family gatherings





building a gingerbread house





Driving around at night to look at Christmas lights





As students if they know the definition of this word?








